
  

 
Mrs. Kiley’s Biology Newsletter 

July 2019 Higley High School   “Renewed Excellence” 
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Contact Me 

The best way to 
contact me is via 
email at 
Anna.Kiley@husd.org 

 

If you would like to 
speak on the phone, 
please email me with 
your phone number 

and the best time to 
reach you and I will 
call you back.  

 

Upcoming 
Dates 

Curriculum Night: 
July 30th, 6pm 

 

Introduction 
Welcome to the 2019-2020 school year!  I am honored to be your instructor this 
year as we discover life and its fascinating processes.  It is my goal to produce a 
monthly newsletter for you and your families to stay up to date and informed 

about what is going on in biology class.  Let’s make this a great year!  Go 
Knights!  

About Me 

Anna Kiley, M.Ed. 

Master of Secondary Education: 

Biological Sciences 

Bachelor of Interdisciplinary Studies: 

Biological Sciences & Education  

I am Mrs. Anna Kiley and I will be the instructor 
for biology and honors biology here at Higley 
High.  I have been teaching in the Higley district 
since 2012, beginning at Centennial Elementary, 
opening Sossaman Middle School, and most 
recently here at HHS.   
 

I began my education career after leaving my 
dream job as a dolphin trainer when I 
discovered that my love for dolphins put me in 
moral conflict with their life in captivity. I fell in 
love with teaching while working in the 
education department at the Phoenix Zoo, 
where I worked while completing my master’s 
degree in secondary education.    
 

I was born and raised in beautiful Estes Park, 
Colorado.  My husband Ryan and I are the proud 
parents of a sweet 4 year old boy and a 6 year 
old daughter, both who attend Higley’s THINK 
program.  I feel to grateful to live and work in 
the community that I love. 
 

My family loves to swim, take frequent camping 
trips, hike, spend time outdoors, and much to 
my disagreement, my husband and children love 
to ride quads.   

Biology 

 

As described in the HUSD course catalog:  

This is a requirement for graduation. This course 
includes the following major areas of study: cell 
structure and function, genetics, classification, 
microbiology, plants, animals, evolution, human 
systems, and ecology. This is a lab course and 
may include dissection.  

Course Length: 1 year            Prerequisite: None 
Grade Level: 9, 10                 Credits: 1 
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Class Policies & Procedures 
 

The course syllabus will be distributed to students during the first week of 
school, which will outline in detail the class policies and procedures.  Copies of 
the syllabus will also be available during Curriculum Night.   

 

Materials 
 

Required Supplies: 

• 1.5” binder with clear plastic insert on front 

• Pens/pencils 

Optional Supplies: 

• Highlighter 

• Colored pencils 

Requested Materials:   

• One ream of white copy paper OR one box of tissues 
 

Donations are always welcome: 

Kleenex, Hand Sanitizer, Sticky Notes, EXPO markers, Disinfecting Wipes  

Gradebook, Canvas, Remind, & Pocket Points  
 
I will be utilizing a variety of tools to communicate with students and parents.   
 
Gradebook 
I update grades biweekly, at minimum.  Online gradebook access is available 24/7 by visiting: 
Parentvue 
 
Canvas 
All digital course content will be housed on our class Canvas page.  This includes: notes, handouts, 
calendar, etc.  Canvas can be accessed at: Canvas 
 
Remind 
This year, I will test out the use of the Remind app for communication reminders.  Parents and students 
can join to receive announcements via text message.   

Biology - @gcb3kh4 
Honors Biology - @769e3a 
 
Pocket Points 
We will also be trying out a new positive reinforcement tool for cell phone free class time using the app 
“Pocket Points.”  Pocket Points tracks student phone use and rewards them for keeping their phones 
locked during class hours.  Rewards for phone free time include options such as a free hall pass, a Jolly 

Rancher, a free answer on a test, etc.  Participation in Pocket Points is strictly voluntary.  I will provide 
access codes during the first week of school.  

 

https://parentvue.husd.org/pxp/
https://husd.instructure.com/login/ldap

